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BEFORE 
THE 
PARADE~ 
Gaq Pride's Roots 
by Dr. Jack Frltscher 

The original Gay Parade Marted in)ide a bar the 
mght of June 28, 1969, when drag queens ran 
out of Stonewall into the stn.-el\. Or did it? 

Sc\'tflty·four years earlier. m the parallel universe 
of June 9. 1896. old school S.m l'ranci<oCO dubs and 
bar.. spon;ored a "Cyders in Gay A"ire• parade of 
noa() built on bicycles as reported in the $an Francisco 
OJJJ. It i; archetype of our arche-tri~and of our 
self-sclc.:ting Gay Identity Parade. At 8pm. the grand 
"Marshal of the Night» struck up the Sou1<1 band with a 
4/4 ~.11. forecasting the decades-later d1"0 Ooats ";th 
Syl\eskr and Jeanie Tracy. muscular DJ;, and ripped 
dancers from Bua.by's, the I-~. Oil Can Harry's, 
and Trocadero. 

Th05C "Ga)' '90s" revelers, led b) mounted SFPD, 
marched up Market 10 Van Ness past cheering 
thousand~ drowned out by bras.\ hand~. noats. and 
naming fin.'works carts. They dca1ratl-d bicycles, 
carriages, and wagons with " .. .lantern;. bunting, nowers 
and ribbon~ lo make" the noa() "gaudy and attractive." 

Like us dragged up in the 1970s a la the casts of Hair. 
The' \\'ild One. and Baby Jane. 1890s pre-HoUywood 
marcher.. co.turned themselves in pop·cuhure "riding 
attire, <;<>me plain, some gorgeous. <;<1me comic and 
many grote,que. Some of the young men appeared I in 
drag] as tl1c 'New Woman' and as the 'Bloomer Girl; 
while others appeared as downs ... a gay and festive 
picture ... I of! gayly trimmed bicycles." 

"After the mounted police," first "came the Alpha 
(bdies) {)'Cling Oub."likeour Dykoo'.l Bikcs.foUowed 
b)• t\•cnty city clubs predicting our own sponsoring 
baK bake clubs, and organizations. llX' Olympic Oub 
Ooat featun.'<I "a Roman gladiator.. extending the 
hand of fellowship to the modem cycler" prefiguring 
our go-go bt~f Ooats with leathermen rampant on the 
Brig'~ 0.1tbed truck, and original Cockcttes camping 
aboard the Stud truck before creating their own 1978 
"Children of Paradise" Ooat 

The lmp..'Tial Oub's "1896 SPCA Roat" rocked "an 
immen.<.c elephant" signed l>on't fra!oe the Animals." 

30 BAR• TAB • bartl!bsl.com • June 2012 

In 1975. Imperial Empress Doris. funded by PolkJ 
Tenderloin bars like the Kokpit, locked her legs around 
the neck of the rent-an-elephant she rode up Polk 
Street 

Diwr.c before us, those l 9th-~"C11tury strutter; 

donned "Continental oosruim~ (withl I\'~ pagt!l> 
(male] in full 'ih'ef suits. Indians. 'olored (sic) and 
Chine-.e cyders ... and many ride~ in fantastic ~ A 
number of C)'clers dressed up "as boats "ith full sail. 
Another I rider! in imitation of a na1car had a barmer 
on which" he had painted his cause: "This train carrie:. 
bicydes free." Another transport.Ilion acti,·ist, in this 
last decade before automobiles. pulled a coffin saying: 
"Killed by riding a I bake I wheel over the Market Strert 
paR'111Cnl." 

This arn:l7ing deja •1J nC\\> feature gail)' concluded: 
"They came, the fantastic glittering phalanx. .. in 
carnival array with music and rcJ fire .... They ~ 
like colors and forms in the I rainbow? I kaleidoscope, 
leaving an impression of something beautiful and odd." 

I low odd? Parade awards went to "C. F. Harrison" 
a; "the 'fough Girr in an age when liberated female 
coded gender through initials. Another Ooat. 3SS3}ing 
ethnicity. depicted Chinoc culture similar co the 
muscubr Pharoah on 1979's golden "King Tut" Oo.u 
sponson.'<I by the Castro Cafe. 

So\lrike uptheband, the"boy~ "in it.and play on! In 
the 1960s. we GLIITs reinvented the word gay, dainling 
owner..hip on balU)ers in I 970's fi~t parade populated 
by drag queens and Tenderloin transgenders who had 
acted up in the streets outside Compton's Cafetaia in 
1966. You don't need a Gay ~ti \tone. or frotbge 
with a queer theorist. to ""°'' 11 l.ik...,. 21st-century 
deduction to re\eal legilmlate 19th·20th-century 
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Gun history hidden in the code \rords of factual texts 
and noni.exual topio... like the Call article, written )·ear, 
before our love dire ..elf-identify with brilliant nt•w 
\'OC:lbulary. 

\\'a!. the C....U l\,,Orter, writing the word 'gar' four 
limo, cautiou>ly embedding his subtextual riddll~ 
about homo ..... 'Xllality? That \'et")' year one of ~n 
Franci<;CO'~ most !laming ,·isitors. Oscar \\'ilde, a mas1er 
dramatist of fluid 1den11ties, was fumouslr in prison l(1r 
being queer. In eerie hindsight, exactly ten rears later, 
these I 896 paraden. would suffer the 1906 Earthquake 
the way 1970l> marcher~ would face AIDS. 

From SF\ fir~t gay pamde, June 28, 1970, the 
perform.mcc .1rt in bars jumped like wildfire to floaL\ in 
the ~lreeb. ( ;ay bars provided funding and themo for 
the fin.t "floab" which were basically conwrtiblo IUled 
with Polk!.tra.'--C drag queens and politicians sporu.ol\.'Cl 
by lawm Guild acumb like Ramrod co-owner P-.iul 
l:kntk) :1.mc1ous Lorelei, partner of &y Area Reporter 
founder Bob R<K~. The Ramrod's daborate 1970 l10.1t, 
M/'..odiac Sign'>," has the distinction lS winner of the fin.t 
be.t lloJt pri1.c in the fin.I gay parade. 

Peddling "curb service" with his low-budget 
1974 Castro Camera "float," Harvey Milk pushed 
a dccoratt.-<l S.1fcway grocery cart up Market selling 
Kodak film retail! Corporate sponsors have since made 
~uch local '>ponsors an endangered species. Gt.>orgc 
Takei of Star Trek dancing on a Google float is hard!) 
the same~ gra'>.'>roob Pat Rarnseycr and Nancy White, 
the late owners of the bdo\'ed Serr.al Heights women·~ 
bolthole, Wild Side \\'est, sponsoring prize-winning 
flo.ib for thtrl)• )'tars. 

Gone with the \\ind are Bu:zzby's Mar-spangled 
Bicentennial float, photographed by Gio Vitaoolonna, 
and built by bar employees Don Barry. Ed McndC'1. 
and Billy rogclman. C'.one are the Lion Pub's "fem bar" 
float, 'foad I !all's flatbed of Castro stoners inhaling 
helium from their own balloons before Mylar was 
oudawed, and the Bulldog Bath's .signature Pcterbih 
truck bedt-ckcd with handsome bar flies. 

Gone b the 1970,, steam-punk leatherrnan-in-h\·t"l'}' 
Ed Linotti pmudl) driving his 1928 dark-blue Mretch 
Linooln in manr a I 971h line of floats. chauffeuring bar 
l>tars like the fJmom redheaded poet Roo Johnson. the 
... ......................................... . ............. 

notorio~ manager of the No Name. 
At the height of orgiastic glorr in the queer 1970s, 

the June 1979 parade stompt-d angrilr up Marka.'t. It 
"'1> only >C\"en months afier the .~ssination of Milk 
and ~l~ne. It was onl)' one month after th.: White 
~1ght riot when the SFPD brutally beat do1.<.'!lS of 
customer.. inside the Elephant Walk at 18th and Castro. 
l>diant citizens. like angry villagm with pitchforks 
and torches, punched handwritten ~ign'> into the air 
demanding, "No more bloody ~ 1ary~.· 

"' a supporter of the Pride Parade, Drw1uner 
111aga1ine, with its monthly bar covcr.1gc, was the go-to 
llt\R1.1bof its day ( 1975-I 999). Gay bar:. kept Drummer 
alive with their ads, and it was the main publication of 
gay bar culture which it both reported on and helped 
crt'ate. During the rears I was t-ditor, we ..cnt into the 
1978 parade a couple gur:. weanng ~ndwich-board 
'>IS~ O\'er their shouldm.. front and back. ernblaz.oned 
"ith a sentence from our health column "Doctor 
Dick" which I co-authored at that time with a 1970s 
prin1ary gay health-care pro,·ider. Richard I lamilton, 
MD. It'; freak")' now to recall the pre<;c;ience of our 
m~ge. In big letters, the signs warned: "Doctor Dick 
and the Committee to Halt the Advance of Sexually 
Transmitted Epidemics. Stomp Out Amocbiasis!" 

Marching our social-disease m=gc into the 
glittering streets, Drununer w.ll> not trying to rain on 
the pamde. Our goal was to create awJ~ne.s and raise 
con.-.:iousness. Spun out of 1960:. civil rights marches. 
the Pride parade is, in principle, all about messaging. 
\\e step off the curb. We stop traffic with ~trength in 
numbers. \\e reclaim the street as a primarr gar public 
space \\e cdebrate as equals to all the other Irish, 
Italian. Hispanic, and Chinese identity parades. 

(Author's note: As transparent back story to this 
San l'ranciscoGLBThistory, I discowred this 1896San 
Francisco Call article about tran~nation and street 
use in 1979 while rummaging through the files of the 
SF Muni Railway for whom I worked ~a writer and 
publicist for two rears.) • 

Excerpted from the book {jay 
San Fronclsco: Eyewitness Drummer 
o 2D t 2 Jackfrltscher.com 
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