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SF FOLLIES! 

SUN DAY, MAY 8TH ZPM. 

A favorite for both locals and 
visi tors, SF Follies takes a wicked 
w ink at SF's past, present and 
future. Meet the city's famous 
and not so famous personalities, 
politicians, celebs, kooks, and 
killers as they expose 
San Francisco's best and 
worst of times. 

With earthquakes, hippies, rabid 
sea lions and a nearly naked gold 
miner, SF Follies is as unique and 
zany as the ci ty itsel f. 

T HEATRE 39 @ PIER 39. 
www.sffoll ies.com 

To enter, email your full name and 
telephone number to 
BARTAB.CONTEST@gmail.com 



STAR 
BARKEEP~ 
• bq Dr. Jack Frltscher 

Born to be a bar star in the Mis:.ion D1>11ict 
(1933), 'lbny Tavaro!>Si came out at age twelve 

giving blow jobs under the tables in the curtained 
booth,, of the South China C.1fe at 4133 18th Street 
and CaMro. It was war's end: 19-15. San Francisco 
<urged \\1th carousing soldiers and sailors. Cruising 
Embarcadero bars, teenager Tony became a one-man 
USO. learning a lesson on hi< knees 
,,bout entertaining the troop;. 

Before turning 21, he workt.'<I bars 
in the 195-0s Tenderloin absorbing 
management skills Jnd anracting 
the attention of a ~lafia gu1do who 
hired him in 1959 to fly to New York 
to !><.'C 1f that rapid!)' nmculinizing 
bar scene might translate to San 
Francisco. Not "connected" because 
he "as gay, Tony was nt.'vcrtheless 
an Italian with •backing." In 1961, 
age 28, coding his name backwards. 
he lx>amc the "owner" of San 
Franci'>Co's first dedicated leather 
bar, "Tony\ Why Not?" In 1962, the 

Pionttring 
bartender and 
l...athcrman 
Tony Tavarossi 

the ps)'chedelic drugs of the I laight-Ashbury to 
Folsom. Di,~'lensing their party fal'ors in bars, thC)' 
introduced fisting as a purpo;ed new sport. 

For clcwn years, we were friend' and sex pla)·n1Jt<'S. 
I adored ·nmy·~ allure. At a swarthy 5-5, 130 poun~ 
uncut, he "~ a bearded Sicilian Pan ,,;thout limit\. 
Living in a scrupulously dean apartment ,,;th a wild 

playroom on \..cntral Avenue, he w.i­
a bottom spcciali1ing in "topping 
tops to renew them." That col'er story 
"sal'ed faceft for his tricks and made 
him the moM popular bartender 111 

town. His tip )Jr'> Ol'erflowed. 

SFPD closed the Ynot when 'lbny p Art: Chuck Arnett. ~ 
himself \\'33 entrapped Ill his own ""tJ (after Tom of Finland) ef 
bar. ·1 hat arrot, contribuung to the 

In 1981, the fabled Barrack.to bath-; 
burned down, epically slamming thc 
Titanic 1970s to symbolic close. lon)' 
had worked at the Barracks and it. 
Red Star Saloon. Collapilllg "ith 
shingles dTld ~higclla, he had been 
admined to S;in Francisco G<neral 
where I l'isitt.'<l him in ICU. IJnable 
to speak, he was alert. Because one 
Barracks manager had cros:.cd him, 
I tried cheering him with the karma 
he lol'ed: "The Barracks burned down 
yesterday. It's the end of an c.>ra.~ 

founding of the Tavern Guild ( 1962), made him. like 
Jose ~arria, a popular local personality year.. before 
the rebellions at Compton\ Cafeteria (1966) and 
Ston<'wall (1969). 

'\an Francisco was awakening. North of Market 
!ltr<-ct. the neon Tenderloin wa~ too policed South 
of \lJrket, the dark indmtrial area looked outlaw. 
So leather migrated from NoMa to So~la. In 1963. 
Tony ,,leered sex-tourist Chuck Arnett to the 'lool 
Box where muralist Arnett lx"Came the star artist of 
Fol"-Om even as Tony Ix-came a star serving on the 
cn:ati\c cm" of nearh e-cry bar and bath house 
South o( ~ larl<et in the 196(),, and l 9i~. At the 
hippie-leather !lat over the Stud bar near Fe Jk\, 
Arnett. wtth commune vi>itor' like Ton)" impurted 
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Reaching for pcnciJ and paper. he .crawled. 
"Good.ft 

In the hall, I <1sked his doctor, "Vihat's wrong with 
hi ;n m. 

She '3id. "We don't ki1ow. We\e newr seen a 
patient so di\tm.sed." 
~o one had yet heard of All>S Tony Ta1·artMi 

died the next day, July 12. 1981. His funeral "a' 
enormous.• 

Find more obout Tonq ot 
www.JockFrllscher.com 
o 2011 Jock Fritsch er. outhor 
of the oword-wlnnlnq hlstorq 
(ja1.1 San Francisco. 
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