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“Jack Fritscher is undoubtedly a masterful writer of gay
fiction, but he is first and foremost an extraordinary
American writer.” —Nancy Sundstrom,

Independent Publisher Magazine

“You’ve read this popular author. You’ve seen his videos.
With more than 5,000 pages in print in more than 30
gay magazines, Jack Fritscher is epicentric to the Gay
Canon of Erotic Literature.”

—Claude Thomas, Temple Bar News

“Buckle your seatbelts and hang on!”
—Lambda Book Report

“Powerful, primal entertainment”
—Richard LaBonté, Best Gay Erotica

ENTERTAINING BEDSIDE FICTION
YOU KEEP UNDER YOUR BED!

SHORT STORIES BY
“THE MASTER OF GAY FICTION!”

—Larry Townsend
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“Describing Jack Fritscher as a writer of gay fiction is
something akin to calling Duke Elliginton a composer or
Fred Astaire a dancer. With his new collection of 20 short
stories Fritscher proves again why he’s been hailed as
‘epicentric to gay literature’ — this is a writer whose
range, heat and intelligence stir both the mind and the
body, and whose wit is virtually unsurpassed in the
genre.” —Nancy Sundstrom,

Independent Publisher Magazine

“The work collected in this anthology, mostly fiction with
some poems, is proof that gay writing can also be rous-
ing good literature, stimulating the mental as much as
the physical. ...he’s a master wordsmith, crafting his tales
of muscle and passion with an imagination rare for the
milieu.” —Richard Labonté,

A Different Light Bookstore

“I hail Fritscher’s stories for their creativity, insight, and
intensity. Fritscher has carved out a niche in the world
of short story sexual fiction that is hard to match. He
stands as unique and memorable.” —John Karr,

Manifest Reader

“It can be argued that Fritscher is not an author at all,
but a painter; one who paints with words. He is a mas-
ter of imagery as he pursues the objects of his imagina-
tion across the printed pages.” —Harold Cox,

Checkmate
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Also by Jack Fritscher

Fiction

Some Dance to Remember
Titanic: Forbidden Stories Hollywood Forgot

The Geography of Women
Corporal in Charge
Stand by Your Man

Leather Blues

Non-Fiction

Mapplethorpe: Assault with a Deadly Camera
Popular Witchcraft

Love and Death in Tennessee Williams
When Malory Met Arthur: Camelot

Television Today

www.JackFritscher.com
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“His most prized theft was cut from a portfolio of repro-
ductions of...photos of the legendary strongman...in an
appealing variety of masculine, but modest...poses.”

—“Rainbow County”

Actual photo image by Guglielmo Marconi c.1865-1870
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Copyright ©1997, 1999 Jack Fritscher, Ph.D.
Portions of this book were copyright by the author in 1978, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1987,
1988, 1989, and 1996.

All rights are reserved by the author. Except for brief passages, quoted in newspaper,
magazine, radio, television, internet review, or academic paper, no part of this book
may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in
any form without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the pub-
lisher of this book.

All inquiries concerning performance, adaptation, or publication rights should be ad-
dressed to Publisher, Palm Drive Publishing, PO Box 191021, San Francisco CA 94119.
Correspondence may be sent to the same address. Send reviews, quotation clips, fea-
ture articles, and academic papers in hard copy, tear sheets, or electronic format for
bibliographical inclusion on literary website and in actual archive.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the prod-
uct of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual
persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

For author history and literary research:
www. JackFritscher.com

Cover photograph, "Gay Cowboy, Reno," shot by and ©1979 Jack Fritscher covering
the gay rodeo with Randy Shilts for Associated Press wire service, August 5, 1979. A
second Fritscher photograph from this series, published nationwide in newspapers
August 6, 1979, was the first mass media image to introduce gay cowboys to American
popular culture. San Francisco Chronicle, First Section, page 3, column 1.

Cover design realized by Christine Dec Graphics, Sebastopol, California
Cover ©1999 Jack Fritscher
“Afterword: Gay American Literature” ©1997 Claude Thomas
Palm Drive Publishing Literary Series 2000
Published by Palm Drive Publishing, P. O. Box 191021, San Francisco CA 94119

Rainbow County™ is a protected trademark.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 98-86625
Fritscher, Jack 1939-

Rainbow County and Other Stories / Jack Fritscher
p. cm.
ISBN 1-890834-28-9
1. American Literature—20th Century.  2. Homosexuality—Fiction.  3. Gay

Studies—Fiction.  4.  Erotica—Gay.  5. Sadomasochism—Fiction.
Previously published ISBN 1-881684-12-1, LT Publications

Printed in the United States of America
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

www.PalmDrivePublishing.com
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For Mark Hemry,
editor, producer, lover
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