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“Jack Fritscher’s gift for language makes me think of the poet Den-
nis Cooper.” —Ian Young, 7he Body Politic, Toronto

“All of this is expressed in subtle, fine writing. Fritscher is a polished
writer, editing his work to the bone so that the entire mood points
only to the feeling he wishes to impress on the reader. One thing for
sure. This fellow is a super writer.”

—Virginia Sink, 7he Tribune, Oklahoma City

“Powerful...outcast, and at times cruel...young men forced to shun
sexuality. A distinct insight into seminary life for both Catholic and
non-Catholic.” —TJohn R. Selig, ForeWord magazine

Fiction. Fritscher. Frisson.

“Genres collide. Postmodern and deconstructed, What They Did
to the Kid straddles genres, magically shifting shape in the reader’s
hands. Jack Fritscher is novelist and memoirist—my favorite kind of
both.” —Mark Hemry, editor,

Chasing Danny Boy: Powerful Stories of Celtic Eros

“This novel of the secret culture of priests and boys locked away in
a seminary boarding school joins excellent company with Robert
Musil’s Young Torless, James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man, and Calder Willingham’s End As a Man.”

—Harold Cox, editor, Checkmate magazine
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Jack Fritscher, seminarian attending the
Pontifical College Josephinum, visiting home, 1959
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Here’s for the plain old Adam, the simple genuine

self against the whole world.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson, Journals
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Author’s Note

Yes!

I confess!

[ was for six years, at the Pontifical College Josephinum, a school-mate
of Bernard Cardinal Law who became scandalous in the priest sex-abuse
cover-up. But I ripped nothing from the headlines. I wrote What They
Did to the Kid from journals I kept when I lived inside the seminary
culture of the 1950s and 1960s that produced Vatican II period’s crop of
accused priests. I wrote this memoir as a positive “novel of the closet,” not
as an exposé, well before media focus on the sexual judgment of priests.
Kid is a cautionary tale of how a boy’s emotional growth becomes stunted
at 14, which may explain why some priests later in life seek out the familiar
company of 14-year-olds.

What happens to a boy when he is 14 marks him for life. At 14, I was
recruited by the Catholic Church into the custody of priests. It took me ten
years to escape and then grow up. For all that, Kid is a comedy of coming
of age, coming unglued, and coming out.

—TJack Fritscher

www.JackFritscher.com
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